EZEKIEL : ANALYTICAL OUTLINE OF EZEKIEL
Ed Dye
PART I – CONCERNING ISRAEL: Prophecies Of Judgment – The Sin Of
Judah And Its Punishment; Jerusalem Must Fall, Chs.1-24.
I.

The Opening Vision; Ezekiel’s Call And Commission, Or His Consecration
To The Office of Prophet, Chs.1:1-3:27.
A.

B.

C.

The Vision, The Sublime Theophany, The Appearance Of The Glory
Of The Lord: Ezekiel’s Inaugural Vision, Ch.1:1-28.
1.
The time or date and place of the vision, Vv.1,2.
2.
The clarity of the vision, V.3a.
3.
The recipient of the vision, V.3b.
4.
The approaching storm cloud, V4.
5.
The theophany and vision of the four cherubim, Vv.4-14.
6.
The four wheels beside the cherubim, Vv.15-21.
7.
The throne and glory of Jehovah, Vv.22-28.
a.
High above the heads of the cherubim was a voice above the
firmament that was over their heads, Vv.22-25.
b.
The vision of the glory of God, Vv.26-28.
(1) The throne on which he sits, V.26.
(2) The description of the king, V.27.
(3) The rainbow and the glory, V.28a.
(5) The response of the prophet, V.28b.
The Call Of Ezekiel To The Prophetic Office, Chs.2:1-3:3.
1.
Spirit of the prophet and the people with whom he must deal, or of
whom he is made prophet, Ch.2:1-7.
a.
The prophet hears his call, Vv.1,2.
b.
Israel, the rebel with rebellious pedigree, V.3.
c.
The stiff-hearted and the message they need, V.4.
d.
The prophet’s place among the rebellious people, Vv.5-7.
2.
Preparation for the task: The eating of the little book, 2:8-3:3.
a.
The warning against rebellion, 2:8.
b.
The book and the command to eat it, 2:9-3:1.
c.
Eating the book and thoroughly digesting it,3:2,3.
The Commissioning Of the Prophet To Speak Regardless Of The
Opposition, Ch.3:4-27.
1.
Difficulties of the task before the prophet, 3:4-7.
2.
The prophet ppromised necessary divine aid for success, 3:8-11.

3.
4.
5.

II.

Thus prepared, now transported to the place of activity, 3:12-15.
Appointed a watchman, 3:16-21.
Directed about this work: Introduction to the first prophetic
announcement, 3:22-27.
a.
Introduction, Vv.22-24.
b.
General divine instructions, Vv.25-27.

Prophecies Of The Destiny Of Jerusalem And Judah: Inevitable Doom
And Destruction, Chs.4-24.
A.

The Coming Siege Of Jerusalem Portrayed Symbolically With
Explanation And Reasons For the Severs Judgment, Chs.4:1-5:17.
1.
Four symbolic actions, Chs.4:1-5:4
a.
The first symbolic act: The sign of the city besieged, 4:1-3.
(1) Jerusalem to be sketched on a tile, V.1.
(2) The besiegers portrayed as surrounding it, V.2.
(3) The prophet begins the besiege and explains it as a
sign to the house of Israel, V.3.
b.
The second symbolic act: the destiny of the city besieged,
the sign of the prophet laying on his side, the 430 days, 4:48.
(1) The bearing of the iniquity of the nation, V.4.
(2) The days appointed for Israel and for Judah, Vv.5,6.
(3) The continuing siege, V.7.
(4) The prophet assigned to his job, V.8.
c.
The third symbolic act: the sign of eating of the unclean,
defiled food, 4:9-17.
(1) The nature of the bread to be eaten and for how long,
V.9.
(2) The amount of bread to be eaten per day, V.10.
(3) The water ration, V.11.
(4) The disgusting fuel, V.12.
(5) The significance of the baking, V.13.
(6) The prophet’s protest and the divine permission,
Vv.14,15.
(7) The coming scarcity, Vv.16,17.
d.
The fourth symbolic act: the sign of the prophet’s haircut
and shave; Israel’s impending destiny, slaughter and
dispersion, 5:1-4.
(1) The haircut and the balances, V.1.

(2)

2.

3.
4.

B.

One third of the hair burned in the fire when the days
of the siege are fulfilled, V.2a.
(3) The second third: smite about it with a knife, V.2b.
(4) The third third, Vv.2c-4.
(a) Scattering some to the wind.
(b) Tying some in thy skirts.
(c) Then burning some more.
The reason for the severe judgment, 5:5-11.
a.
Jerusalem’s place of influence, V.5.
b.
Jerusalem’s comparative failure to influence for good, V.6.
c.
Her just punishment, Vv.7-11.
(1) The rationale for the judgment.
(2) The severity of the judgment.
The explanation of the symbols of vv.1-4, Ch.5:12.
Further description of the severe judgment and purpose of God’s
wrath, 5:13-17.
a.
God’s justice satisfied, V.13.
b.
Israel’s judged state a source of instruction to the nations
round about thee, Vv.14,15.
c.
God’s four sore judgments, Vv.16,17.

Prophecies Against The Land Of Israel And Its People Relative To
The Final Overthrow And Desolation, Chs.6,7.
1.

2.

A prophecy against the land, the mountains of Israel, 6:1-14.
a.
Destruction is decreed upon the land: Idolatry in the land of
Israel to be judged; Desolation of the land, and destruction
of the idolatry, Vv.1-7.
b.
The remnant shall escape the sword among the nations when
you shall be scattered, Vv.8-10.
c.
The idolaters to be purged away, with the punishment being
just and well deserved, Vv.11-14.
A second prophecy concerning the final overthrow and desolation
of Israel, destruction and captivity of its inhabitants, Ch.7:1-27.
a.
“The end is come.” The certainty of the judgment, Vv.1-9.
b.
The desolation described, Vv.10-27.
(1) Social disruption, Vv.10-13.
(2) Military disruption, Vv.14-18.
(3) Economic disruption, Vv.19-22.
(4) Political disruption, Vv.23-27.

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
C.

Chains for the wicked, V.23.
Captivity by the wicked invaders, V.24.
Confusion under calamity, Vv.25,26.
Despair at all levels, V.27.

The Captives Warned And Reproved, Chs.8-19.
1.

Another series of visions concerning the necessity and nature of
the judgment of Jerusalem and its people due to their sins, Chs.811.
a.
A survey of several great abominations in Jerusalem
stressing the religious corruption of the people; Idolatry is
seen in the temple; Ezekiel can see for himself as he taken
“in the vision of God,” Ch.8:1-18.
(1) Image of jealousy, the first great abominations
viewed, Vv.1-6.
(a) The time and occasion of the vision, V.1.
(b) Taken to Jerusalem in preparation for his
visionary view of the great abominations,Vv.26.
(2) The second greater abominations viewed, the secret
animal cult, Vv.7-12.
(3) Still greater abominations: Worshippers of Tammus,
or Adonis, supposed to be Baal-peor, and worshippers
of the sun, Vv.13-17.
(4) The resultant divine threat against the people, V.18.
b.
A vision showing why and how some among them are
spared divine judgment and the rest destroyed, Ch.9:1-11.
(1) The order to execute judgment, V.1.
(2) The death squad and the man in linen, with a writer’s
inkhorn by his side, V.2.
(3) The preservation of the righteous remnant, Vv.3,4.
(4) The slaughter of the ungodly, Vv.5-7.
(5) The prophet’s interceding plea while they were
slaying them and Jehovah’s response, Vv.8-10.
(a) The prophet’s protest and plea, V.8.
(b) The Lord’s response to the prophet, Vv.9,10.
(1) Israel’s
and
Judah’s
wickedness
necessitates the judgment.

(2)

c.

d.

Therefore mercy will be withheld from
the wicked.
(6) The mercy element connected with the righteous as
commanded by Jehovah reported as carried out as
required by the man in linen with the writer’s inkhorn
by his side, V.11.
The vision of the burning of the wicked city, and the
withdrawal of the glory of Jehovah from the Sanctuary,
Ch.10:1-22.
(1) The vision of the coals of fire, Vv.1-8.
(a) The appearance of Jehovah’s chariot throne,
V.1.
(b) The man in linen and his second commission,
V.2a.
(c) The commission in execution, Vv.2b-8.
(1) “And he went in in my sight,” V.2b.
(2) The position of the cherubims and the
cloud,, V.3.
(3) The glory of Jehovah and the cloud, V.4.
See V.18.
(4) The awesome sound of the cherubim,V.5
(5) The man in linen receives the coals of
fire and leaves to execute his commission
as per v.2, Vv.6-8.
(2) The appearance and detailed description of the thronechariot, Vv.9-17. See 1:5-11.
(3) The departure of the divine presence, Vv.18-22.
Ch.11 stresses the political and moral corruption of the
people, God’s purpose in saving a remnant, the departure of
God’s glory, and the conclusion of the vision.
(1) Treason against God taught by the leaders, Vv.1-4.
(a) The leaders in rebellion, V.1.
(b) Their rebellion pointed out, V.2.
(c) Their rebellion defined, V.3.
(d) Their rebellion to be denounced, V.4.
(2) Moral wickedness outlined and punishment
announced, Vv.5-13.
(a) Murder and oppression denounced, Vv.5-7.
(b) The threat and the irony, Vv.7-11.
(c) The justice of the punishment proclaimed, V.12

2.

(d) The death of Pelatiah, V.13a.
(e) Another protest from the prophet, V.13b.
(3) The self-righteous denounced and the remnant
assured, Vv.14-21.
(a) The self-righteousness of the Judeans, Vv.14,15
(b) The righteous remnant assured, Vv.16-20.
(c) The impenitent threatened, V.21.
(4) The Lord departs and the vision ends, Vv.22-25.
(a) The Lord leaves the city, Vv.22,23.
(b) Ezekiel is “brought back” to Babylon, the
vision ends, V.24.
(c) Ezekiel tells them of the captivity what the
Lord had showed him, V.25.
Fuller, more complete details relating to the nation’s sinfulness and
inevitable doom, Chs.12-19.
a.
Two symbolic actions and a warning concerning the certainty of
their fulfillment, Ch.12:1-20.
(1) The first symbol and interpretation of king Zedekiah’s
captivity: Ezekiel acts out an emigration from Jerusalem
Vv.1-16. See Vv.12,13; Cf. Jer.52:4-11; 2Kgs.25:1-7.
(a) Another reminder of Israel’s iniquity, Vv.1,2.
(b) The nature of the first sign, Vv.3-6.
(1) The removing by day in their sight, Vv.3,4a.
(2) The removing in the twilight, Vv.4b-6.
(c) The sign enacted and explained, Vv.7-16.
(1) The sign acted out, V.7.
(2) The people enquire concerning his acts, Vv.8,9.
(3) The explanation, Vv.10-16.
(2) The second symbol or sign from bread and water and the
explanation as to the terrors of the sign: He eats and drinks
with quaking and trembling, Vv.17-20.
(a) The nature of the sign, Vv.17,18.
(b) The explanation, Vv.19,20.
c.
In spite of the foolish, insolent, popular proverb that prevailed in
the land of Israel, the judgments of God would soon occur, Vv.2128.
(1) The proverb, Vv.21,22.
(2) The blunt rebuke, Vv.23-25.
(3) The misguided notion concerning the time of the fulfillment
of the vision, Vv.26,27.

c.

(4) The plain, emphatic reply, V.28.
Two threatening discourses against the false or lying prophets and
prophetesses, against the elders of Israel, and the people who have
set up their idols in their heart, and the sympathetic prophets
among them, Chs.13,14.
(1) God’s hand is against the false or lying prophets and
prophetesses of Israel, Ch.13:1-23
(a) The word against the lying prophets, 13:1-16.
(1) The indictment and the description, Vv.1-7.
(2) Their coming exposure and punishment, Vv.816.
(b) The word against the lying prophetesses, Vv.17-23.
(1) The description and the indictment, Vv.17-19.
(a) The mystical approach.
(2) The coming rescue of God’s people, Vv.20-23.
(a) The exposure of divination and magic,
Vv.20,21.
(b) The exposure of the wicked women,
Vv.22,23.
(2) Against the elders of Israel who have set up their idols in
their hearts, which has made them estranged from God, and
against the sympathetic prophets, Ch.14:1-23.
(a) False people deserve false prophets. Idolatrous elders
and their sympathetic prophets threatened, Vv.1-11.
(1) The denunciation of idolatrous elders, Vv.1-5.
(a) The visit of the pious looking elders, V.1.
(b) The description of the pious looking
elders, Vv.2,3.
(c) The word to the pious looking elders,
Vv.4,5.
(2) The denunciation of idolaters and their
sympathetic prophets, Vv.6-11.
(a) Idolatry denounced.
(b) False prophecy “explained” and assessed
(c) The blind both fall into the ditch.
(b) The presence of righteous men would not avert their
judgment: Their prevailing sin makes their judgment
inevitable, Vv.12-23.
(1) The sore judgment of famine, Vv.12-14.
(2) The sore judgment of evil beasts, Vv.15,16.

(3)

d.

The sore judgment of military invasion,
Vv.17,18.
(4) The sore judgment of pestilence, Vv.19,20.
(5) The four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, and
the remnant, Vv.21-23.
A series of similitudes and parables, Chs.15-19.
(1) The parable of the vine tree; or the worthlessness of Judah;
or Israel compared to the useless word of a wild vine; and
allegory of Israel as a useless vine, Ch.15:1-8.
(a) The parable of the vine, Vv.1-5.
(1) The question of the vine’s significance, Vv.1,2.
(2) The uselessness of the wood of the vine, V.3.
(3) The uselessness of the burned vine wood
stressed, Vv.4,5.
(b) The parable applied to Jerusalem and its people, Vv.68.
(1) Jerusalem the useless vine wood is to be
burned, V.6.
(2) Their past escapes are no assurance, V.7.
(3) The sure judgment and its reason, V.8.
(2) An allegory of Israel as an unfaithful wife. The similitude of
the outcast infant; or Jerusalem’s abomination, inexcusable
infidelity, repentance and reconciliation, or ending with a
glorious word of mercy and hope, Ch.16:1-63.
(a) Jerusalem was found when as unclean, miserable, and
unwanted; the undeserved kindness shown to her by
God, Vv.1-14
(1) The foundling child – the ungodly pedigree of
Jerusalem (Cf.Isa.1:10) – the uncared for
nation, Vv.1-3.
(2) The uncared for nation at its “birth,” as to its
past condition, helpless, unclean, outcast, about
to perish, Vv.4,5.
(3) Her salvation from shame, misery and death as
an outcast infant is due to the Lord alone, Vv.614.
(a) The caring “traveler” to their rescue,
Vv.6,7.
(b) The Lord enters a covenant with her. The
marriage (Cf. Ruth 3:9) – “covered my

(3)

skirt over thee” – the cleansing and the
honoring, Vv.8-14.
(b) Her inexcusable infidelity in spite of God’s kindness,
Vv.15-59
(1) The description of the faithlessness. Israel
turned from God like an unfaithful wife, Vv.1534.
(a) Its origin and nature, Vv.15-22.
(b) Its magnitude and extent, Vv.23-34.
(2) The righteous judgment on such faithlessness.
Her punishment will correspond to her sins,
Vv.15-43.
(3) Jerusalem and her wicked sisters in infidelity.
Jerusalem is worse than her wicked sisters
Samaria and Sodom, Vv.44-59.
(a) The “family” connection, Vv.44-46.
(b) The surpassing wickedness of Jerusalem,
Vv.47-52.
(c) The “restoring” of Sodom and Samaria,
Vv.53-59. Cf. Jude 7; Ezek.37:22.
(c) The wonderful reconciliation, a glorious word of
mercy and hope. God would remember his covenant
in the days of her youth, Vv.60-63.
(1) The incredibly gracious Lord, V.60.
(2) The repentance of Jerusalem, V.61.
(3) Jerusalem brought to conviction by divine
kindness, Vv.62,63.
The parable of the eagles and the vine/willow; or the
fortunes of the royal house of Judah, Ch.17:1-24.
(Background study for Ezek.17 see Jer.21; 37; 39; 52)
(a) The parable of the eagles and the vine/willow stated,
Vv.1-10.
(1) The great eagle and the cedar, Vv.1-4. (The
Babylonian Eagle)
(2) The great eagle and the willow tree, Vv.5,6. See
V.13.
(3) The great eagle and the dependent kingdom,
V.6.

(4)

(4)

The second eagle and the conniving vine,
Vv.7,8. (See Jer.21; 37; 39; 52) (The Egyptian
Eagle)
(5) The threat of uprooting, Vv.9,10.
(b) The parable explained and applied, Vv.11-21.
(1) The exile of Jehoiachin, Vv.11,12.
(2) The covenant with Zedikiah, Vv.13,14.
(3) The treachery of Zedikiah, V.15.
(4) Judgment coming for faithless use of God’s
name, Vv.16-21.
(a) Egypt’s uselessness, Vv.16,17.
(b) The broken covenant, V.18.
(c) The captivity and decimation, Vv.19-21.
(c) The parable of the tender twig, or of a goodly cedar
planed by the Lord; the restoration of David’s house
(Messianic in nature), Vv.22-24. (See Psa.89;
2Sam.7:11ff; Isa.53:2; Amos 9:14)
(1) The Lord and the cedar, V.22a.
(2) The strange planting, V.22b.
(3) The successful planting of the Lord, Vv.23,24.
Individual responsibility before God; God’s reproof of the
unjust proverb or parable concerning sour grapes, or
Jehovah’s equity defended, Ch.18:1-32. (See 2Kgs.21:10ff;
23:26,27; 2Chr.3:10-13).
(a) The unjust proverb stated, denounced, and the
declaration that it shall no more be heard in Israel; a
proverb that put all the blame on their fathers, Vv.1-4.
(1) The unjust proverb or parable stated, Vv.1,2.
(2) The unjust proverb or parable denounced or
rejected, Vv.3,4.
(b) God’s case in rejecting their claim stated in four
illustrations, dealing with each one according to his
own works, Vv.5-20.
(1) 1st illustration: The righteous man shall live, not
die, Vv.5-9.
(2) 2nd illustration: The righteousness of the father
does not protect a wicked, unrighteous son from
death, Vv.10-13.
(3) 3rd illustration: The wickedness of the father
will not condemn a righteous son, Vv.14-18.

4th illustration: Each man, each soul, must reap
what he sows: The law governing both
righteousness and wickedness explained and
applied revealing that each person bears the
consequence of the guilt of his own acts, not
that of another, Vv.19,20
(c) Further explanation revealing the blessing and or
curse of a change of mind and conduct; that each man,
each soul, can change his mind and his ways, and that
God will deal with him accordingly, Vv.21-29.
(1) A wicked person can turn to righteousness and
live, not die, Vv.21-23.
(2) A righteous person can turn to wickedness and
die in his sin, V.24.
(3) God’s reminder of his right ways and his
rebuke of Israel’s perversion, and Israel’s false
charge that God’s way is not equal and unfair,
Vv.25-29.
(d) God’s call of Israel to repentance and life, Vv.30-32.
(1) Repent therefore and avoid ruinous sin, V.30.
(2) Adopt a new heart and a new spirit, V.31.
(3) God’s lack of vindictiveness: “Wherefore turn,
and live ye,” V.32.
The parable of the lions and rods (branches); lamentation for
the miserable fate awaiting the princes and people of Israel,
Ch.19:1-4.
(a) A dirge over Judah’s kings who were captured and
exiled; the parable of the lioness and her whelps
(cubs), Vv.1-9
(1) The commission to “lament,” V.1.
(2) The lioness (the royal line) and her offspring,
Vv.2-9.
(a) The first whelp (Shallum; Jehoahaz;
2Chr.36:1-4; 2Kgs.23:31-34), Vv.2-4.
(b) The
second
whelp
(Jehoiachin,
2Kgs.24:8), Vv.5-9.
(b) A dirge over the fall of Judah; the parable of the vine
and its branches, Vv.10-14.
(1) The fruitful vine (royal line), V.10.
(2) The strong branches (rulers), V.11.
(4)

(5)

(3)
(4)
D.

The vine uprooted and transplanted, Vv.12,13.
The destructive branches, V.14.

Prediction Of The Doom Of Judah And Jerusalem, Chs.20-24.
1.

An indictment on a shameful record: The past, present, and future
of Israel, Chs.20:1-21:32.
a.
Israel’s history of rebellion recalled, Ch.20:1-32.
(1) The visit of the elders of Israel, and God’s response to
them, Vv.1-4.
(a) The time and date of their visit, V.1a.
(b) The purpose of their visit, V.1b.
(c) God’s response to the elder’s inquiry, Vv.2,3.
(d) God’s instruction to Ezekiel to “judge” or plead
for them to know or be reminded of the
abominations of their fathers before them, V.4.
(2) Israel’s rebellion against God in Egypt, Vv.5-9.
(3) Israel’s rebellion against God in the wilderness,
Vv.10-26..
(4) Israel’s rebellion against God in the land of Canaan,
Vv.27-29.
(5) The present generation “successors”: No better than
their fathers were; God would not allow them to
inquire of him, Vv.30-32.
(a) Their attitude was a carbon copy of their
fathers before them; therefore, God would not
bow to their every wish.
(b) They served God in the manner that pleased
themselves, so why should they even seek
God’s counsel? Cf. V.3.
b.
The future restoration of Israel according to the conditional
promise and graciousness of Jehovah, Ch.20:33-44.
(1) God’s promise to bring them out from the people and
from the countries wherein they are scattered, Vv.3336.
(2) God’s work of purging out from among you the
rebels, and the ultimatum, Vv.37-39.
(3) The graciousness of God, its purpose and glorious
result; God will ultimately gather Israel and bless the
land, Vv.40-44.

(a) The restoration, Vv.40-42.
(b) The repentant people, V.43.
(c) The lesson learned, V.44.
Note: In the Hebrew text of Ezekiel, V.45 is the beginning of the
next chapter, i.e., Ch.21.
c.

2.

Judgment is soon to come against Jerusalem, Chs.20:4521:27.
(1) Parable of a burning forest kindled by the Lord: the
prophecy against the “south,” 20:45-49.
(2) The sword of the Lord – the sword of judgment –
unsheathed against Jerusalem, ch.21:1-7.
(3) The sword is prepared for impartial judtice, 21:8-17.
(4) The sword of king Necuchadnezzar will come against
Jerusalem – the invasion of Judah by Babylon, 21:1824.
(5) Zedikiah’s fall is prophesied; the end of he monarchy
and a word of hope, 21:25-27.
d.
The Ammonites also will be slain by the sword, or the word
against Ammon, 21:28-32.
(1) Ammon’s day is coming, V.28.
(2) The judgment deferred by coming, Vv.29-32.
The sins of Jerusalem and Israel: The general corruption of
prophets, priests, princes, and people, Ch.22:1-31.
a.
Corruption “in” the midst of the city, Vv.1-12.
(1) Another appeal to the prophet, Vv.1,2.
(2) A catalogue of sins “in” Jerusalem, Vv.3-12.
b.
Judgment ahead “for” the city, Vv.13-22.
(a) The reason for the judgment, V.13.
(b) The severity of the judgment, V.14.
(c) Elements of the judgment, Vv.15,16.
(d) The parable of the dross and the fire, Vv.17-22.
c.
The complete corruption “of” the city, or the corrupt state of
all classes in the land, Vv.23-31.
(1) Wicked prophets in a wicked land, Vv.23-25.
(2) Profaning priests, V.26.
(3) Dishonorable princes and their prophet-cronies,
Vv.27,28.
(4) The ungodly people of the land, V.29.

The “missing” man, or the man that couldn’t be found
among them, V.30.
(6) The self-destruction, V.31.
Allegorical portrayal of the history of Judah and Israel, or a parable
of two immoral sisters, Ch.23:1-49.
a.
The terrible twosome: the two sisters who practiced
whoredom, whose wickedness began in Egypt, Vv.1-4.
(1) The family connection, Vv.1,2
(2) Their whoredoms in Egypt in their early days, V.3.
(3) The identity of the sisters revealed, V.4.
(a) Aholah, the elder, who is Samaria.
(b) Aholibah, her sister, who is Jerusalem, or from
Judea.
b.
Aholah, the harlot from Samaria, Vv.5-10.
(1) Her career record, Vv.5-8.
(2) Her consequent judgment, Vv.9,10.
c.
Aholibah, the harlot from Judea, Vv.11-35.
(1) Her career record: More corrupt in her inordinate love
and her whoredoms than her sister, Vv.11-21.
(2) Her consequent judgment, Vv.22-35.
d.
Additional summary of the sins and punishment of them, or
a further indictment of the sins of the two sisters, Vv.36-49.
Predictions of the fall of Jerusalem both in parable and by sign: the
boiling pot and the death of Ezekiel’s wife, Ch.24:1-27.
a.
Allegorical portrayal of her destruction, Vv.1-14.
(1) The date and occasion of the parable of the boiling or
cooking pot, Vv.1,2.
(2) The parable of the pot with the boiling pieces: the sign
and the application, Vv.3-14.
(a) The parable, Vv.3-5.
(b) The interpretation of the parable: the
punishment of the city itself and its inhabitants
therein, Vv.6-14.
b.
Death of Ezekiel’s wife. Ezekiel’s required silent sorrow
reaction to the death of his wife serves as a sign – a symbol
of despair caused by the fall of Jerusalem, Vv.15-27.
(1) The revelational warning, Vv.15,16a.
(2) The restrictive instructions, Vv.16b,17.
(3) Her death, V.18a.
(4) His submission to Jehovah’s command, V.18b.
(5)

3.

4.

(5)

Ezekiel’s experience a sign unto them: According to
all that he hath done shall ye do, so that when this
cometh, ye shall know that I am the Lord God, Vv.1927.

PART II – PROPHECIES OF JUDGMENTSS AGAINST HEATHEN
NATIONS. FOREIGN NATIONS MUST FALL, OR BE JUDGED, Chs.25-32.
I.

Prophecies Of Judgments Upon The Border Nations, Or Neighboring
People: Moabites, The Edomites, And The Philistines, Ch.25:1-17.
A.
B.
C.

Against Ammon, Vv.1-7. (Descendants of Lot)
Against Moab, Vv.8-11. (Also, descendants of Lot)
Against Edom, Vv.12-14. (Descendants of Esau, always the enemy of the
Israelites)
D.
Against Philistia, Vv.15-17.
Note: A striking picture of the coming humiliation of these nations
subject to God’s vengeance.
II.

Against Tyre, The Mistress Of The Sea, Because Of Her Speech Against
Jerusalem, Chs.26:1-28:19.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Her judgment is coming at the hands of many nations. She shall be
broken and utterly destroyed, 26:1-6.
The enemy by which she is to be destroyed is named, 26:7-14.
The tidings of destruction of Tyre to bring great commotion, or the
national response to Tyre’s fall, 26:15-18.
The completeness of Tyre’s fall – covered by the waves, vanishes
forever, 26:19-21.
Lamentation over the fall of Tyre: her former beauty, prosperity and
greatness, suggesting a lamentation over her sad downfall, her ruin,
Ch.27:1-36.
1.
Introduction and description of the glory and might of Tyre; she
was like a beautiful ship, Vv.1-11.
2.
A description of the commerce of Tyre with all nations; she is like
a wealthy ship able to trade in any port, Vv.12-25.
3.
The lamentation of commercial partners at Tyre’s fall or ruin; her
destruction by a tempest in the midst of the sea; she is like an
overloaded ship which sinks, Vv.26-36.

F.

III.

Against Sidon And A Promise For Israel, Ch.28:20-26.
A.
B.

IV.

Judgment against the prince of Tyre, as the embodiment of the spirit of
carnal pride and self-sufficiency of the whole state, Ch.28:1-19.
1.
Haughtiness led to the death of the prince, Vv.1-10.
2.
A lamentation is made over the king of Tyre, Vv.11-19.

Sidon’s judgment, Vv.20-23.
The promise concerning the house of Israel, Vv.24-26.

Prophecies Against Egypt, Chs.29:1-32:32.
A.

B.

C.

Prophesy of judgment against Pharaoh, king of Egypt, for treachery to
Israel, and Egypt’s desolation and restoration of Israel, 29:1-16.
1.
Destruction of the might of Pharaoh, and devastation of Egypt,
Vv.1-12.
2.
Restoration of Israel, Vv.13-16.
Jehovah and Babylon against Egypt, Ch.29:17-30:26.
1.
The conquest and plundering of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar by
God’s permission, 29:17-21.
2.
Egypt’s judgment will be speedy and complete at the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar, 30:1-19.
a.
Announcement of judgment upon Egypt and her allies,
Vv.1-5.
b.
Egypt’s helpers and supporters will fall and the land be laid
waste, Vv.6-9.
c.
The executors of the judgment: Nebuchadnezzar and his
people, Vv.10-12.
d.
Further description of the judgment, Vv.13-19.
3.
The arm of Pharaoh shall be broken: Destruction of the might of
Pharaoh by Nebuchadnezza, 30:20-26
The glory and fall of Assyria a type of Egypt: Though like a great cedar
tree, Egypt will fall as did Assyria; Assyria a warning to proud Egypt,
31:1-18.
1.
The might of Pharaoh resembles the greatness and glory of
Assyria, a towering and mighty cedar, Vv.1-9.
2.
The falling of this cedar: the overthrow of Assyria on account of its
pride, Vv.10-14.
3.
The impression made upon the nations by the fall of Assyria; and
its application to Pharaoh, Vv.15-18.

D.

E.

A lamentation for Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and over Egypt’s disgrace,
Ch.32:1-16.
1.
The destruction of Pharaoh, as a sea-monster, Vv.1-6.
2.
His overthrow fills the whose world with mourning and terror,
Vv.7-10.
3.
The judgment upon Egypt will be executed by the king of Babylon,
Vv.11-16.
The funeral-dirge for the destruction of the might of Egypt, or
lamentation over the burial of the king and his burial, Ch.32:17-32.
1.
The tumult of Egypt thrust down to Sheol or hell, Vv.17-21.
2.
A series of heathen nations will be found in Sheol when Egypt gets
there, Vv.22-30.
a.
Asshur, Vv.22-23.
b.
Elam, Vv.24,25.
c.
Meshech-Tubal, Vv.26-28.
d.
Edom, the princes of the north, and Sidon, Vv.29,30.
3.
Pharaoh will be there in Sheol and see all these, Vv.31,32.

PART III – AFTER THE FALL OF JERUSALEM. PROPHECIES OF
RESTORATION, MERCY AND SALVATION, Chs.33-48.
I.

The Watchman And The Smitten City: Ezekiel’s Role And Responsibility
As A True Prophet Of God, Ch.33:1-33.
A.

B.

The prophet’s role as a watchman, Vv.1-22.
1.
The watchman’s duty and personal consequences for failure, Vv.19. Cf. Ezek.3:17-19.
2.
The watchman’s message: Individual, personal responsibility; God
wants none to die, but he judges each person according to his/her
own works, Vv.10-20.
3.
Word finally reaches Babylon that Jerusalem is destroyed, or has
fallen, Vv.21,22.
a.
The date, V.21a. Cf. Jer.39:2; Also see Ezek.24:19-27;
Deut.18:20-22.
b.
The refuge messenger, V.21b.
c.
The dumb prophet given a message, V.22.
The wrong attitude of the remnant left in Judah, Vv.23-29.
1.
Their claim and its basis, V.24.

2.

C.

Their claim is null and void because based on a false premise: on
flesh and quantity rather than on quality or conditions of the heart,
Vv.25,26. Cf. Josh.23:14-16; Jno.8:33-42.
3.
The remnant left in Judah continued in their former sin (vv.25,26),
therefore desolation will increase, Vv.27-29.
a.
An example of their attitude is revealed in Jer.40-44.
b.
Specific examples: Jer.43:1,2; Jer.42:19-43:7.
The wrong attitude of the exiles in Babylon, Vv.30-33.
1.
After word of Jerusalem’s fall had reached Babylon, the exiles
were now talking about Ezekiel and were eager to hear what he
had to say, V.30.
2.
However, they did not hear with any intention to obey, Vv.31,32.
3.
But the time would come when they come to know that a true
prophet of God had “been among them,” V.33.
Note:
It would appear that they at that point in time (1) loved to
hear the prophet Ezekiel, and (2) loved to ignore his message.
That they applauded him at this time but cared little for what
he said.
That their outward actions appeared as though they loved
Ezekiel, but their hearts were still turned to covetousness, i.e.; to
doing what they wanted to do. Cf. Mt.15:7-9.

II.

The Restoration Of Israel And Defeat Of Her Enemies, Chs.34-39.
A.

Reproof of the false shepherds of Israel an a promise of the good and true
shepherd, with a new covenant and blessings under that covenant,
Ch.34:1-31.
1.
Woe to the wicked shepherds of Israel – their removal, Vv.1-10.
a.
A descriptive reproof of the hireling shepherds, Vv.1-6.
b.
A word addressed to the wicked, hireling shepherds: God
will deliver his sheep from their hand, Vv.7-10.
2.
Jehovah, the good shepherd, will himself seek out and care for his
flock, gather it together from the dispersion, lead it to good
pastures, and sift it by the destruction of bad sheep, Vv.11-22.
a.
His work as the good shepherd on behalf of his sheep,
Vv.11-16.
b.
His judgmental work between individuals in his flock,
Vv.17-22.

3.

David to be set up as their shepherd, and the blessing of the people
under a new covenant, Vv.23-31.
a.
David, God’s servant, will be set up over them as their one
shepherd, Vv.23,24. Cf. Jer.23:5,6; 2Sam.7:12-16;
Ac.15:13-17.
b.
A new covenant will given them with its blessings, Vv.2531.
(1) The covenant promised, V.25. Cf. Jer.31:31-34;
Heb.8:6-13; 10:15-17.
(2) The blessings figuratively described, Vv.26-31.
NOTE:
1.
Tie Vv.14-16 to Vv.23-25.
2.
This will answer the Premillennialists on Vv.14-16 on the
literal restoration of the Jews to Palestine as being yet in the
future.
3.
If this is to be understood as entirely literal, then David will
be their ruler in Palestine, not Jesus Christ.
4.
But they agree, at least some do, that “David” is to be taken
symbolically to mean Christ.
5.
But if “David” can be understood non-literally, is it not
consistent that we also understand the rest of this description
in the same manner?
6.
This section of scripture portrays the blessed state of
spiritual Israel during the present reign of Jesus Christ. See
Gal.6:16; Rom.9:7,8.

B.

Contrast in judgment between the destiny of Mount Seir (Edom) and
that of Israel, Chs.35,36.
1.

2.

Prophecy against Mount Seir (Edom). Her destiny, a perpetual
desolation because of her perpetual hatred of Israel, 35:1-15.
a.
The threat of judgment against her, Vv.1-3.
b.
The description of the judgment, Vv.4-9.
c.
The basis of the judgment, Vv.10-13.
d.
The fitness of the judgment, Vv.14,15.
The restoration and blessing upon the mountains of Israel,
Ch.36:1-15.
a.
The redemption of the land, the crime and punishment of the
nations round about, Vv.1-7.

b.
3.

C.

The coming blessing of the land of Israel; the re-population
of the land, Vv.8-15.
Vindication of the holy name of the Lord, Ch.36:16-38.
a.
Israel’s sin and expulsion from the land, Vv.16-20.
b.
Israel’s promised return to the land; for his name’s sake, the
Lord will bring his people back to the land, Vv.21-38.
(1) A basic reason for their return, Vv.21-24.
(2) Israel’s spiritual regeneration, Vv.25-31.
(3) Israel’s prosperity and the reason for it, Vv.32-36.
(4) God’s encouragement of Israel, Vv.37,38.

The vision of the dry bones revivified. A symbol of the death and
resurrection of the whole house of Israel, i.e., of Israel and Judah
being made one nation, or one kingdom, with David as king over
them, Ch.37:1-28.
1.

2.

Israel’s rebirth portrayed by the vision of the valley of dry bones,
Vv.1-14.
a.
The valley of very dry bones, Vv.1,2.
b.
Jehovah’s question and the prophet’s reply, V.3.
c.
The prophet’s strange commission concerning the dry bones,
Vv.4-6.
d.
The message and the result, Vv.7-10.
e.
Divine explanation of the vision of the bones, Vv.11-14.
The sign of the two sticks: Reunion of Israel and Judah as one
nation or kingdom under the future king David, Vv.15-28.
a.
The two sticks, Vv.15,16.
b.
The joining of the two sticks, Vv.17-19.
c.
The explanation of the sign of the two sticks, Vv.20-23.
d.
The future glory of this united kingdom under David, God’s
servant, Vv.24-28.
(1) They and their children and all future posterity shall
dwell forever in the land God has given unto Jacob,
with David as their king forever, Vv.24,25.
(2) They will live there under an everlasting covenant of
peace in everlasting fellowship with God as his
people, Vv.26-28.

NOTE: As to the millennialists’ use of this text as proof that
fleshly, literal Israel will yet return to literal Palestine, see our notes at
Ch.34:14-16; 34:23-25.
D.

The final effort of the enemies of God; Jehovah’s final triumph
over the nations; prophecies against and destruction of Gog, of
the land of Magog, with his great army of nations, Chs.38,39.
This seems to be in apocalyptic style (symbolic language),
and therefore no specific time or event can be easily assigned.
However, the message is clear: God’s people will be victorious
when attacked by their enemies!
1.

2.

The expedition of Gog, of the land of Magog, with his allies,
Ch.38:1-16.
a.
Gog and his great army of nations for invasion of the
restored land of Israel, Vv.1-9.
(1) Gog and his great army of allied nations from
the four corners of the earth: Persia (from the
east); Ethiopia (from the south); Libya or Phut
(from the west); Gomer and Togarmah (from th
north), Vv.1-6.
(2) Preparing for the invasion, Vv.7-9.
b.
Gog is motivated by the intention to plunder, Vv.1013.
c.
The ultimate reason for Gog being brought up against
God’s people Israel in the restored land, Vv.14-16.
Gog will be overthrown, Israel will be victorious, the
heathen will see God’s glory, and the word of promise
concerning Israel, Chs.38:17-39:29.
a.
Gog’s invasion of Israel foreknown and foretold by
God’s servants, the prophets, 38:17.
b.
The utter defeat of Gog’s forces, Chs.38:18-39:10.
(1) At the time when Gog comes against Israel,
God will be magnified as he comes in fury
against Gog, 38:18-23.
(2) Gog’s destruction is certain, wherein God’s
holy name will be made known in the midst of
his people Israel, 39:1-10.
c.
The burial of Gog’s hordes, 39:11-16.

d.
e.

The “sacrifice” of Gog’s hordes; the repulsive scene,
39:17-20.
The result of this judgment and the concluding
promise concerning Israel, 39:21-20.

III. VISIONS OF THE RESTORED TEMPLE AND THE RE-INHABITED
LAND, OR VISIONS OF THE FUTURE RESTORATION; OF THE NEW
KINGDOM OF GOD, Chs.40-48.
A.

Visions of the restored temple – its extent, splendor, dedication, and
consecration, Chs.40:1-43:27.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Introduction: Ezekiel is shown this new order by means of a vision,
Ch.40:1-4.
a.
The date and place of the vision, Vv.1,2.
b.
The man and the message, Vv.3,4.
A description of the surrounding wall, gateways, and outer court,
40:5-27.
a.
The surrounding wall, V.5.
b.
The buildings of the east gate, Vv.6-16.
c.
The outer court described and measured, Vv.17-19.
d.
The north and south gates of the outer court, Vv.20-27.
The inner court with its gates, chambers, and slaughtering-tables
for sacrificial worship, 40:28-47.
a.
The gates of the inner court, vv.28-37.
b.
The chambers and arrangements for the sacrificial worship
by and in the inner court, Vv.38-47.
The temple-house, with its porch, side chambers, and backbuilding, Chs.40:48-41:26.
a.
The porch of the temple, leading to the temple itself,
40:48,49.
b.
The holy place and holy of holies, 41:1-4. (The enter space
of the temple)
c.
The wall and side-chambers around the temple itself, 41:511.
d.
The separate place, and external (total) dimensions of the
house, 41:12-14.
e.
Summary account of the measurements, etc., 41:15-26.
The holy chambers of the priests in the court, and the extent of the
holy domain around the temple, Ch.42:1-20.

6.

7.

B.

Return of Jehovah to his temple; or the return of the glory of the
Lord into his temple, Ch.43:1-12.
a.
The glory came into and filled the house (vv.1-5), and later
in Solomon’s temple (1Kgs.8). Compare Ezekiel’s earlier
vision, Ezek.8:5,6; 10:18-22; 11:22-25.
b.
The Lord’s “dedication” speech, Vv.6-12.
(1) The God of holiness, Vv.6,7a.
(2) The people of wickedness, Vv.7b-9.
(3) The call to holiness, Vv.10-12. (Vv.10-12 definitely
indicate a symbolic interpretation is intended for the
whole of Chs.40-48.)
The altar of burnt offering and the consecration of the temple,
Ch.43:13-27.
a.
The description of the altar of burnt offering, Vv.13-17.
b.
The consecration of the altar of burnt offering, Vv.18-27.

Visions of the worship of the restored temple; regulations concerning
a new worship, Chs.44:1-46:24.
1.

2.

3.

Positions of the different classes of the people in relation to the
Lord’s new sanctuary, 44:1-14.
a.
The place of the prince in the sanctuary, Vv.1-3.
b.
The excluded people, Vv.4-9.
(1) Israel’s former wickedness is bringing in strangers to
pollute the sanctuary, Vv.4-8.
(2) Strangers excluded from the sanctuary, V.9.
c.
The place and responsibilities of the Levites and priests,
Vv.10-14.
Regulations for the priest of the Lord who will serve. Their
conduct and support, Chs.44:15-45:12.
a.
Their ministrations: the sons of Zodok shall minister unto
the Lord, 44:15,16.
b.
Their attire and general conduct, 44:17-22.
c.
Their function of teaching and judging, 44:23-27.
d.
Their inheritance and support, 44:28-31.
e.
The land for the priests, Levites, and princes, Ch.45:1-8.
f.
Exhortations to deal justly and righteously, 45:9-12.
Regulations for the sacrifices and sacred days for the temple
worship, Chs.45:13-46:15.
a.
The people’s oblation for the prince, 45:13-17.

b.

4.
5.
C.

The sin-offerings in the first month which cleanse the
sanctuary, 45:18-20.
c.
Sacrifices for the Passover and Feast of Tabernacles, 45:2125.
d.
Sacrifices for the Sabbath and new moon, Ch.46:1-8.
e.
The entrance and exit of the temple for the worshippers, or
opening of the temple for the people and the prince, 46:9-12.
f.
The daily sacrifice, 46:13-15.
The prince and his property: The rights of the prince to dispose of
his inherited possessions, 46:16-18.
Sacrificial kitchens for the priests and for the people, 46:19-24.

Visions of the land, or a description of the future land, Chs.47:148:35.
1.

2.

3.

The river out of the temple, or the river of the water of life,
Ch.47:1-12. (Emblematic of the Godhead through the gospel of
Christ under the N.T.)
a.
Where the water springs and flows from, Vv.1,2.
b.
How the water deepens as it flows, Vv.3-5.
c.
How the water heals as it flows, Vv.6-11.
d.
The trees on the banks beside the water, V.12.
The holy land and its boundaries and divisions, Ch.47:13-23.
a.
General statement concerning the division of the land the
twelve tribes will inherit, Vv.13,14.
b.
The northern border, Vv.15-17.
c.
The eastern border, V.18.
d.
The southern border, V.19.
e.
The western border, V.20.
f.
A summary remark, Vv.21-23.
The land and how it is divided among the tribes, Ch.48:1-35.
a.
Portion assigned the seven northern tribes, Vv.1-7.
(1) Dan’s portion, V.1.
(2) Asher’s portion, V.2.
(3) Naphtali’s portion, V.3.
(4) Mannaseh’s portion, V.4.
(5) Ephraim’s portion, V.5.
(6) Reuben’s portion, V.6.
(7) Judah’s portion, V.7.

b.

c.

d.
e.

The sacred potion: The portion for the Lord, for the
sanctuary,, and the priests, Vv.8-22.
(1) For the priests, Vv.8-12.
(2) For the Levites, Vv.13,14.
(3) For the public: the city proper (V.15), for the common
use for the city (Vv.16-20).
(4) For the prince, Vv.21,22.
Portion assigned the five southern tribes, Vv.23-27.
(1) Benjamin’s portion, V.23.
(2) Simeon’s portion, V.24.
(3) Issachor’s portion,V.25.
(4) Zebulum’s portion, V.26.
(5) Gad’s portion, V.27.
Summary remarks, Vv.28,29.
A description of the city – the gates and name of the city,
Vv.30-35. (“The Lord Is There”)
(Compiled with the aid of various sources. ejd)

